II:1: People from Beisan asked R. Immi, “What is the law on buying 
stones from one synagogue for building another synagogue?” He said, 
“Tt is forbidden.” Said R. Helbo, “R. Immi declared that it is forbidden, 
only because of the anguish [that will affect the people of the former 
synagogue, when it is torn down].” R. Gurion said, “The people of 
Magdela asked R. Simeon b. Laqish, “What is the law on purchasing 
stones from one town to build up another town?’ “He said to them, ‘It 
is forbidden.’” R. Immi gave instructions, “Even [purchasing stones 
from] the eastern [part of a town for building up] the western [part of 
the town] is forbidden, because of the destruction [thereby inflicted] on 
that place [from which the building materials are purchased].” 


11:2: What is the law concerning the sale of a synagogue for the 
purchase of a schoolhouse [cf. M. 3:1B]? A statement of R. Joshua b. 
Levi implies that it is permitted to do so. For R. Joshua b. Levi said, 
“< And he burned the house of the Lord, and the king’s house and all 
the houses of Jerusalem every great house he burned down’ (2 Kings 
25:9). “*The house of the Lord’ refers to the Temple. “And the king’s 
house’ refers to the palace of Zedekiah. ‘And all the houses of 
Jerusalem’ refers to the 480 synagogues that were in Jerusalem.” For 
R. Phineas in the name of R. Hoshaiah: “There were 480 synagogues 
in Jerusalem and every one of them had a schoolhouse and a house for 
learning, a schoolhouse for Scripture and a house of learning for 
Mishnah. “And all of them did Vespasian [attack]. “‘And every great 
house he burned down’ (2 Kings 25:9) refers to the schoolhouse of 
Yohanan b. Zakkai, in which they repeated the great deeds of the Holy 
One, blessed be he, “for example, “Tell me the great things that Elisha 
has done’” (2 Kings 8:4). 


II:3: [As to M. 3:1B,] R. Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. 
Jonathan: “That which you have said applies to a synagogue belonging 
to an individual. But as to a synagogue belonging to the public, it is 
forbidden [to sell a synagogue and purchase an ark].” 


II:4: Up to this point we have dealt with a building that had been built 
for the purpose of a synagogue. If one built it for a courtyard and 
consecrated it [later on, for a synagogue,] what is the law? Let us 
derive the answer from the following: [If one said,] “Qonam be this 
building if I enter it, “ and the building was turned into a synagogue 
[and he said, “Had I known that it would be made into a synagogue, I 
should not have taken such a vow,” R. Eliezer declares the vow not 
binding and sages declare it binding [M. Ned. 9:2]. [It follows that the 
building now is regarded as a synagogue and subject to the 
consecration affecting a synagogue. ] 


